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* Rage 


s titan: tour months herons the Novem’ 


te Reviewed by. 


: - “David Martin flooding. caused by the Pentagon! 3 top. 


‘The reviewer is @. Washington-based os _ secret ra. making project. 
journalist. - ‘ ; 


. “The raid on Sontay was: ‘an Pa rahe: 

: typal event of the Vietnam. war,” Ben- 

-. Jamin Schemmer tells. us at’ ‘the start 

- of this account: of she- unsuccessful at- - 
Bs tempt to. rescue, American POWs from. | 

- North Vietnam. ‘It is archetypal’ for |: 


: Schemmer because it was “a complex - “that-the. aerial: photographs showed: 
political. and military. operation. that. thats Sontay” had ‘been. reoceupied® by: 
encompassed ‘the ponderous: bureauc: :_ * someone—they didn't. know who—and- 

(xacy*of. the. Pentagon and the White “the reliability of the Hanoi.agent had 

- House, the, sometimes. counterproduc-. . -not-been previously tested. ‘Neverth 

. tive rivalry between: America’s. Vari- ‘less, Schemmer . quotes ‘one of’ the. 
ous intelligence: ‘azcncies, ‘neticulous -. 

: planning. and : training,: -and;- finally, 
the incredible bravery of the men ‘who | 

~ carried out the mission?” A. more , crit-. 
ical observer might add that the raid 
was archetypal because; like.so-much. | 

’ else in. that war; it-came up ‘empty- 

. handed: The prisoners weren’ 't- there, : 


But it is not Schemmer’s: intention to , straw L-could find to: keep.the mission’ 
- eriticize: No‘ one’ needs. to apologize -’ 
for the ‘failure’: at<.Sontay,” ~ he- 
writes, and Schertimer, ‘need not apolo-:- 
gize for this book despite its literary ae i 
failings. He has given.us.what prob-° aiders,,'all’ volunteers, ‘achieved ‘total 
ably is the most authoritative account. 
of the Sontay raid that..we: will: ever.” 
have—a.,’ considerable: ‘achievement’ ‘ 
since it. involves the revelation Of ines: 3 
‘telligence secrets, _jthat, ‘usual take.<": Schemmer’ tells. it all—iro 
. decades to-surface: 
If only: his editorhad bean: as ; good 
“AS. his. sources. He? ‘would have toned* 
down’ Schemmer’s.““For Men? Only?" 
-Writing style; spared: US = -eliches like- 
“as useful as teats:.on a bull”: ‘and cut. 
back on. ‘details. like, the exact. retail 
price: of ; : 
raiders, ge Toes 
In-the, midst. of. ses ead other dis- 
tractions, “Schemmer informs us that: 
* The American prisoners: cheld'at the 
‘Sontay prison camp 20 miles outside | 
of Hanoi. wete. -moved. to, ace 


‘from an agent. inside Hanoi that. the. 
prisoners had: been . moved ; but. could: 
“not. bi ing, hemse res. to icél 
“raid. * 

It is's ante mare ambiguous 


dence was 
"prisoners: weren't there. The: evidence: 
was ignored because,. as Brig... Gen: 
:, Donald. Blackburn, the man “who. di 
"rected ’ the: ‘raid from: the. Pentagon; 


we. could. Bet -in. ty and 


-ceremony for: which ‘it’ was decreed: 
_ that-one-of! the -raiders to he singled, 
‘out for honors must: black. Schem: 
imer, who is the~ editor. of 
«Forces -Journal, 
“seonfidence: of those’ ‘diréctly involve 
bt the. planning and” execution of the 


‘ess:to. was. the official’ “Ktter Actio 
‘ Report,” portions _of. whiclt he: .o 


Re Tbe ihem 


‘ber 1970. raid, probably because - of! 


“o Senior’ intelligence - ‘officials: = knew 
both: from aerial reconnaissance ‘and: 


“gives a’ thorough account-of the me- = 
i 
} 


raid's planners” as’ saying “the evies. 
_overwhelming” -that-.the > ° i 
“.in detail how: this information was " 


: confesses,. — ‘didn’t ‘ant to. know.” os as 
Wanted * ‘to ‘go. I’ was" ‘looking. for’ ary’: 


alive. I“wanted’ to: demonstrate that: : 
I . 


surprise, killed” 100 to 200 enemy, sol.” 
Ree halt, 


3 the-prisoners:used.to call fora rescue 
‘mission, to the White House: .awards:. 


Armed a 
clearly -gained the. - 


‘tained through the Freedom of Infor: : 
“mationAct. That document, at least. 
~fhe bart which: has been released, - 


ch { 
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‘chanics of the raid—where the heli- | 
a opters landed, what the raiders wore 


but is. totally inadequate, even mis-’. 


“Jeading, when if comes: to-the. crucial 
. question. of what the Pentagon. knew. : 
about the prisoners’ ‘whereabouts. pene 


: “The: report. makes no mention of the 
North Vietnamese official who corrob-. 
rated: the accuracy of aerial photos’! 
showing: ‘that the prisoners had been’ 3 
moved. Sechemmer not only déstribes 


passed. to the United States.bpt identt-. | 


- fies the official by name. (If that offi- | 
. cial _is. still: alive and in: Vietnam, his < 


future will Yiot be a bright. one after: ; 


‘this book i is Published.}. 


Some. of the things Sata. has 4 
been. told: are truly. shocking... We-% 


; learn, for instance, that 45 Vietnamese: 
“=. agents the, United States had pnfil- 


trated into North ‘Vietnam . were sim- >} 
ply abandoned, in some cases jeft to: 

die of ..starvation,-.after President <j. 
Johnson’ ordered. ‘th 1968. bombing ie 


We canno el} to what ertent eu : 


- mer has allowed, himself-to be used-by: 


his sources. He certainly: has bought -/ 


“the proposition: thatthe raid: was 2° 


good idea—-prisoners or-10 -prisoners::;, 
Another, author“in ‘possession of the! 
same information could: have written 
a scathing ‘critique of how. top Penta- 
gon officials - ee speed the 


the: information,” -and “we cannot: be 
. grudge him: his. ‘point of view, even 
~ though what. he seems to be saving is 
“The -patient Ged but she eperaon 


was a i SUCCESS. 3 
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